
West Virginia law requires that real estate title examinations be completed under the direct 
supervision of a West Virginia licensed attorney.  

 
What is a title examination? 
A “title examination” is a search, review, 
examination, inspection or investigation of the 
history and present condition of the title of 
certain real estate and its status with reference 
to liens, encumbrances, clouds, etc. in order to 
determine its legal condition and marketability.  
 
Only the following individuals can conduct 
a real estate title exam/search: 

• West Virginia Licensed Attorney 
• Bona fide Employees of a West Virginia 

Licensed Attorney 
 
Why can’t a non-attorney complete a title 
exam/search? 
A title exam/search is considered the practice 
of law in West Virginia, which means that a lay 
person is not a full time employee of a law firm 
or attorney and is acting on their personal 
behalf.   If an individual or company is not an 
attorney practicing in West Virginia and 
conducts a title examination, this practice is the 
unauthorized practice of law. 
 
When can a non-attorney complete a title 
examination? 
Yes, a bona fide employee of an attorney can 
complete a title examination. West Virginia law 

recognizes that a bona fide full-time lay 
employee may perform legal services for his or 
her regular employer including conducting a 
title examination, and that such activity is not 
the unauthorized practice of law if such activity 
is conducted in compliance with the Definition 
of the Practice of Law as set forth in the West 
Virginia State Court Rules (The State Court 
Rules”).  
 
What can you do to get a title examination 
complete? 
Engaging Raber Law Offices, PLLC to conduct 
your title examination will meet all of your 
needs, ensuring that you and your office are 
receiving a title examination in accordance with 
West Virginia law. 
 
What services does Raber Law Offices, 
PLLC provide? 
Raber Law Offices, PLLC is your one-stop law 
firm meeting all of your real estate needs.  We 
cover all fifty-five counties in West Virginia, 
most within 48 hours, provide title 
examinations, attorney opinion letters, closing 
services, title insurance, document preparation, 
and more.  We are uniquely situated to meet 
your needs at an economical price. 

 
 
      

Title Exams in West Virginia 

Are you following West Virginia Law when requesting a title exam? 
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